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The 58th Annual Meeting of the SNM was well attended. There are many new radiopharmaceuticals and technology developments that will soon be on the market.  They will help keep nuclear medicine and molecular imaging in the forefront of personalized medicine.

The SNM has worked hard to complete their goals and objectives of the strategic plan.  Focusing on the future, they plan on developing a white paper to define the profession in 2020.  Our technologist leaders continued to work with all nuclear medicine stakeholders to advance our profession and to assure that our issues are understood and well represented by other professional colleagues, regulators, and legislators. 

Major topics of discussion:  
· The steady supply of isotopes will cause periodic shortages of 99m-TC and other reactor produced isotopes. We must develop a domestic supply of LEU.

· Because of the public’s increased awareness of radiation among the general population, we have an increased responsibility as radiation professionals to educate them about the very low risk vs. a very high benefit of receiving a nuclear medicine procedure that meets appropriate guidelines. We also have a responsibility to assure that the lowest possible dose is used to produce the highest quality images. 
· Our scope of practice continues to be challenged, most notably in performing diagnostic CT scans on hybrid equipment, preparing radiopharmaceuticals, and injecting adjunctive medications used in nuclear medicine procedures.  
· The poor economic environment continues to erode nuclear medicine technologists’ earning power. 
· Consideration of a name change from Society of Nuclear Medicine (SNM) to Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMI) continued to be debated.  
Other topics of interest: 
Scope of Practice: An updated 2011 was approved. It can be found on the SNM website as well as www.nucgang.org.

NMTCB:  At the annual meeting, NMTCB offered the first NMAA Certification exam. All four graduates took the boards.

ARRT:  The number of applicants sitting for the ARRT (N) continues to trend down. This correlates to the number of students that are entering nuclear medicine programs.  The number of those taking the ARRT (CT) exam has increased more than 100% since 2009.  The ARRT believes this is due to MIPPA and the recertification requirements that went into effect with those obtaining certificates in 2011.  There are 1158 non- radiographer CNMTs that are certified in CT.  Starting in 2016 there will be structured educational requirements for those sitting for post primary exams.
JRCNMT:  There are 98 accredited programs: 37 certificates, 29 AS, and 32 Baccalaureate.  Five hospital accredited programs have closed since 2005. 
ICANL:  Activity continues to increase due to MIPPA, which mandates that all advanced imaging exams, including nuclear medicine and PET, be accredited by 1/1/12. The accrediting organizations must have your Medicare provider number so that your site can be registered by and receive payments from CMS. 
Financial Performance of the SNMTS and SNM:  Due to stringent expense control initiatives coupled with better than expected revenue both the SNMTS and SNM are expected to end the year in the black. Our assets have increased since last year primarily due to improved investment performance. 
Advocacy:   1. The CARE Bill (HR 2104) was recently introduced in the House. 2. The Markey Bill (to allow LEU production in the US) continues to be held up in the Senate. Isotope shortages are projected to increase due many of the reactors going down for their long overdue PMs within the next 18 months. 3. MIPPA requires accreditation for all IDTFs and physician based imaging that performs PET, NM, MR and CT by 1/1/12. 4. The NRC is considering lowering the whole body dose for radiation workers from 500 mREMS to 200 mREMS.  This will affect PET techs as well as other radiation technologists.  5.   About 10 years ago, the NRC relaxed release criteria for patients treated with 131-I.  Senator Markey has been petitioning the NRC to increase the release criteria.  The NRC has not agreed.  6. CMS has reduced the values that are used to calculate CPT codes. This will lower all Medicare reimbursements. 7. The SNMTS will be creating a TAG Team of state advocates to monitor the legislative and regulatory interests of nuclear medicine professionals. 
Membership:  A one year 50% reduction in membership dues will be offered to graduating students who renew their membership upon gradation.

New SNMTS Officers:  Congratulations to Brenda King (President-Elect), Laura Wall (Secretary), David Campbell (Finance), Tina Buehner, Anthony Knight, Aaron Scott, and Cindy Luckett-Glbert (Delegates at Large), and Cindy Luckett-Gilbert Anthony Knight (Board of Directors). 
Mid- Winter and National SNM meeting site locations:  The mid-winter meeting will be in Orlando, January 25-28, 2012. The 59th Annual SNM meeting will be held in Miami, June 9-13, 2012.
